
February 26, 2010 
 
Ministry of the Environment 
135 St. Clair Avenue West, 12th Floor 
Toronto, Ontario 
Canada M4V 1P5 
 
Re:  Design Report 
 Sauble Beach Sewage System, October 2009  
 The Town of South Bruce Peninsula 
 Project No. OS-05-142-11-OS 
 
Honourable Minister, 
Since February 13, 2009 I have been trying to obtain information from the Town of South Bruce Peninsula 
regarding the Sauble Beach Sewage System project as it relates to the nine (9) additional conditions you imposed 
in September 2008 (ref: ENV1283MC-2008-2474).  To date, I have been essentially ignored and only recently 
discovered some ‘new’ documents on the Bruce County Planning Department web site.  One of the documents, 
Design Report, Sauble Beach Sewage System, October 2009 proposes several significant changes, not the 
least of which is a more than two fold increase in the Peak Flow from 41 L/s to 95 L/s. 
 
It is my opinion that the changes proposed in this October 2009 Design Report are a significant modification 
to the project and I am herewith requesting the Ministry of Environment either a) make an Order for the 
proposal to proceed as an Addendum, b) deny the changes requested, or c) withhold approval until the town 
makes public all related documents and provides notice with the opportunity for public comment. 
 
My concerns are as follows: 
 

1. Project Modified.  The October 2009 Design Report proposes to change the Sauble Beach Sewer System 
by further increasing pipe sizes to 300mm and doubling the effluent outfall into the Sauble River from 41 
L/s to 95 L/s.  The proposed change significantly alters the design parameters under which the original EA 
was conducted.  The Sauble River was ‘at its capacity’ at 41 L/s; this proposal to pump 95 L/s, without 
further investigation and public consultation, could have serious impact on the receiving water. 
 

2. Notice.  I feel it is important that the Town of South Bruce Peninsula perform this project in a transparent 
fashion with full public disclosure and ample notice to all residents; not just what is required by law.  Very 
few residents will have seen the ‘Notice of Public Meeting’ regarding the required Zoning Bylaw 
Amendments posted on December 23, 2009.  I’m sure Christmas was on their mind, not the Sauble Sewer 
project. 
 

3. Funding.  In December 2007 the project cost was estimated at $8,965,000. Switching from the original 
Clearford system to a convention gravity design in June 2009 increased the cost to an estimated 
$9,861,000. Based on tenders received for this upsized project design and the fact that the Town paid 
$450,000 for their preferred site (originally budgeted at $250,000), it is estimated the project will cost 
$12,600,000, a whopping 40% increase in the cost.  This is bound to increase even further as projects of 
this size always seem to go over budget.  The Town promised not to proceed without 2/3 funding from the 
Federal and Provincial governments; the current estimate is way beyond the 10.1 million budget that the 
Federal and Provincial governments agreed to fund. 

 
4. Fiduciary Duty.  The Town of South Bruce Peninsula currently has no full time Chief Administrative 

Officer, Manager of Financial Services, Manager of Public Works, Chief Building Official, or Clerk.  Existing 
staff are temporarily trying to fulfill the responsibilities of those senior positions. The Town Council is 
ineffective due to constant infighting and requires the supervision of an Integrity Commissioner and 
Ombudsman to resolve conflict.  I question the Town’s ability to properly manage a project of this nature 
and wonder if there is an attempt to sneak this modification through while no one is watching.  I could find 
no record in the council minutes that indicate the changes were discussed and/or approved. 

 
5. Additional Conditions.  The following concerns and comments relate to the nine (9) additional conditions 

imposed on the project Sept 19, 2008 ref. ENV1283MC-2008-2473. 



 
1. The only assimilative capacity study I have seen was completed prior to the imposition of 

condition 1.  Certainly the dramatic change in effluent outflow into a salmonid breeding habitat 
warrants another, closer look. 
 
I have not been able to obtain any documentation regarding the proposed water quality 
monitoring program, another requirement of condition 1. 
 

2. I have no idea if the submitted assimilative capacity study satisfies the noted standards.  
However, more than doubling the effluent outfall brings the results of the original environmental 
assessment, and other studies, into question. 

 
3. I have not been able to obtain any information on the required water quality monitoring 

program. 
 

4. This condition applies after start up. 
 

5. I have not been able to obtain any documentation that supports any claim that the Town has 
consulted with the Technical Support Section of the Ministry of the Environment’s London 
Regional Office regarding conditions 1 through 3. 

 
6. The Town notified and received consent from the Saugeen Metis Council. 

 
7. I know that residents have been notified but I have been unable to obtain a copy of the 

notification. 
 

8. I am assuming from comments made by the Town’s consultant, Jeff Graham, at the February 9, 
2010 council meeting, that the project is “awaiting official formal response” from the Ministry of 
the Environment means that the Town has written the required statement.  I have not been able 
to obtain a copy of this document. 

 
9. I believe the changes proposed in the October 2009 Design Report justify review in accordance 

with the provisions of the Class EA governing modifications to projects. 
 

  
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Randy Rogers 
Box 103 
Hepworth, Ontario 
Canada N0H 1P0 
 
Cc: Town of South Bruce Peninsula Council and interim MPW Gord Schultz 


